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The Honorable Julius Genachowski : //
Chairman y,
Federal Communications Commission ' (:f
445 12° Street, SW W 23
Washington, DC 20554 :
Dear Chalrman Genaehowski:' / W

I write in support of a request from the Nebraska Public Service Commission (NPSC) regarding
fedoral Universel Service Fund (USF) support for certain Nebraska hospitals. As you may lmow,
the NPSC on July 26, 2010 asked the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
“permanently grandfather” Nebraska health cave facilities in Norfolk, Keamney, Grand Island,
and Fremont under the applicable rules.

Based on changes made in 2005 to the definition of “rural” for purposes of the program, these
facilites will fail to qualify for support through the FCC’s Rural Health Care Program beginning
in July of 2011. I support the NPSC request and ask that the FCC carefully consider how the
Rural Health Care Program can continue to support the riral missions these facilities serve in my
state,

Nebraska is an intansely rural state. This makes the statewide delivery of quality health care a
significant challenge. Nebrasika's Statewide Telehealth Network (Network) meets this challenge
directly by connecting rural health care providers with urban hub hospitals, and the NPSC
contributes significant sums to this program through the Nebraska Universal Scrvice Fund. The
factlities in Norfolk, Kearney, Grand Island, and Fremant are integral parts of the Network and
through it extend their expertiss and resources to serve health care needs far beyond the
geography immediately surrounding them. ['hope you will appreciate the roles these facilities

serve in Nebraska.
Thank you for your consideration of my views on this metter. Please fee! free to contact my staff
at 202.224.4224 with any questions.
Sincerely,
Mike Johanns
United States Senator
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMAN December 13, 2010

The Honorable Mike Johanns
United States Senate

404 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Johanns:

Thank you for your letter supporting the Nebraska Public Service Commission petition.
Your letter will be entered into the record of that proceeding.

The Commission is committed to the goal of providing the important benefits of the rural
health care program to eligible health care providers. The Nebraska petition is under review and

the Commission is working to conclude its review as quickly and equitably as possible.

[ appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

-
Julius Genachowski
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